At a meetin g of the New Mexico Chapter of the American Institute of Architects (AlA) held at the newl y constructed Town
House Motel in Santa Fe in the fall of 1958, Miles Britt elle, Sr.,
President of the Chapter, proposed that the Chapter sponsor a
magazine. After much discussion, a motion was made by someone
to establ ish the New Mexico Architect magazi ne and I seconded it.
John Conron, the longtime editor, says he voted against it.
Th e Ch apter contracted with an Albuquerque advertising!
publi c relati ons firm to publish the magazine and the first issue
came out in March , 1959. Brittelle said in his int roductory
message, "I' m sure we will be happy with this first issue." Well,
we weren't. Th ere was so much unhappiness over the content and
appearance that the format was completely changed for the April
issue. In that issue, Brittelle said, "Unfortunately the first issue left
much to be desired ."
The Chapter memb ers on the Editorial Board, Philippe de M.
Register, Jason Moore and A. W. Dekker began to take a much
greater role in the production of the magazine, but there was continuing displeasure with the editor and the publishing compa ny.
It was supposed to be a monthly publication, but the May/June
and the July / August issues were combined. After the October
issue,the Chapter took over publication with Da vid Gebhard,
Director of the Roswell Museum and Art Center, as Editor. James
C. Phillips, Jr. , who had been the Managing Editor became the
Advertising Editor.
In earl y 1960 it became apparent to everyone concerned with
the magazine that it was impossible to continue to publish monthly, so the March/ April issue began the bi- monthly publishing
schedul e that has continued. The printing of the magazine was
turned over to Hall-Poorbaugh Press, Inc. of Roswell who is still
doing it.
Philippe de M. Register became President of the New Mexico
Chapter in the spring of 1960 and he appointed a Magazine Committee consisting of Miles Brittelle, Sr. , Chairman, John Conron
and myself. Miles took over the job of soliciting advertising with
the help of his wife, Mildred; John helped with the editorial content; and I took over the circulation. Later in the year David
Gebhard stepped down as Editor and the September/October
issue was put together by Co-Editors John Conron and Bainbridge
Bunting, Professor of Architectural History at the University of
New Mexico. John Heimrich, Chairman of the Department of Architecture at UNM and longtime treasurer of the Chapter took
Conron's place on the Committee. Robert Mallory began to assist
Brittelle with the advertising. The co-editorship arrangement
continued until 1968 when Bunting resigned but remained as
Editorial Consultant until his death, February 13, 1981. Conron
wrote, "Bain's contributions to this magazine have been
astronomicall "
The January/February issue, 1994, appeared with a new nam e
New Mexico Architecture. The editors and the committee
members thought the new name might more aptly describe the
function and aim of the magazine and might better catch the eye
of the general reader.
After the Chapter took over the magazine, the editorial policy
was to cover the architectural scene in the state with articles about
new buildings, award programs, book reviews, architectural
history and other items of interest to architects and the general
public. Technical articles were left for other journals to print and ,
because of the long lead time for publishing, current events could
not be covered. NMA became well known and respected for the
articles about architectural history especially those by Bunting
and Gebhard.
Miles Brittelle, Sr. passed away on January 7, 1970, active
almost to the end in his support of NMA, The New Mexico Society
of Architects (NMSA) , successor to the New Mexico Chapter, AlA,
presented him and Bainbridge Bunting each with a Citation of
Honor for their years of service to NMA and the profession of architecture.

Above: Tuxedoed Fellows of the American Institute of Architects:
John McHu gh, John P. Conron , Don P. Schlegel, Kenn eth Clark ,
Van Dorn Hooker and George Anseleoicius, Page 11, MarchA pril, 1987. Below: Stephen Dorsey Mansion, Page 12, Novem berDecember, 1972.

Mildred Brittelle became Financial Secretary and Circulation
Manager and later took over the advertising position which she
held until 1984.
Several issues of NMA have become collectors' items: the
September/October, 1966, issue "The Architecture of Northern
New Mexico" by Bunting and Conron; the September/October,
1970, issue "Take a Trip with NMA, A Guide to Northern New
Mexico," also by Bunting; and the May/ August issue of 1976,
"The Polish Experience" by Conron which is an account of his trip
to Poland to attend a seminar on conservation and preservation of
cultural properties.
NMA has received awards through the years for its publication
excellence. In 1962 the national AlA gave NMA an Award of
Merit and in 1970 a Special Commendation. A House Memorial
100, congratulating New Mexico Architecture on its thirty years of
contribution to the state was introduced by Representative J. Paul
Taylor of Dona Ana county; and passed the House of Representatives in the first session of the (1989) Legislature, and at the
1989 Historical Society of New Mexico Conference in Socorro on
April 15, NMA received the prestigious .. Lansing B. Bloom
Award " for its 30 yea rs of publicizing the cause of historic preservation.
- Van Dorn Hooker , FAlA
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